Planning a Research Paper
Your final paper for this course will be a 5-8 page original research project on a topic of your choice related to the subject of “cultural memory”.   This is a formal paper that uses primary and secondary sources to make an argument and which has footnotes to your sources. Below you will do the first stage of this in defining your proposed topic and sources. 
You may chose any culture or country in any time period. You are limited only by what you are able to access for sources to argue your case! You like Renaissance Fairs or Cosplay? Great, a paper on how the Medieval period is presented in these events would work---just make sure you have sources to document your claims.
What you are doing is telling the story of how an event or person’s reputation has been presented and why that serves some goal in a society.  The meaning of the event or life that the viewer or reader is supposed to take away AND what need in a society that fulfills. If you look at the topics in the articles we are reading you can see how the authors took a moment of controversy, crisis, or creation to show the how and why some person or event became worth “remembering’ in a particular way---and, often how at another time, that established memory was challenged. 
What should your topic be?
A person or event  that has a place in popular memory is chosen. Then you should decide your focus the time period and type of source you would use to make an argument that this person or event has a definite presence in popular memory, what meaning or lessons have been created around that person or event. 
Sources for your research:
Secondary Sources:
As this is a formal research paper and you will need 1-2 secondary sources to “back up” your argument with other published articles on the same topic or the same type of topic. This is where your assigned readings for the course can be very, very useful for articles you already have access to---you are welcome to search for others but here are some examples:
If I am writing on a “villain” of some kind I’d use the Seefeldt (controversies about Onate’s statue) and Fass (the use of Leopold and Loeb as criminal monsters).
If I am writing on “heroes” or a “patriotic” theme I might  use Longley (Green Berets) or Gold (Highlanders)
If I am writing about a monument/statue/on-line memorial  I could use Seefeldt (if there is a controversy like the Confederate monuments/statues) or even Knudsen (if you are doing web-based memorials)
There are many combinations or choices you can make for your Secondary sources these are just a few obvious ones you are welcome to use.  The idea is to back up your argument in this paper you are proposing that not only is your topic remembered in a particular way, but that your choice of Primary sources is a good way to see how this memory has been shaped and communicated—just like Seefeldt, Fass, etc. have done.  
Primary Sources:
Most importantly  you will need at least 4-5 primary sources to discuss how and why the “memory” of your chosen topic exists. In a “regular” history paper these would be documents from the time an event happened---like letters, diaries, and legal records. In *MEMORY* your primary sources are from a LATER period that seeks to make what we call a “narrative” about a person or event.  Such as “Benedict Arnold is a bad, bad man….”  Or “George Washington was nothing but a hero every minute of his long life!”
This is where focus is important.  You could write on Washington in a million ways and never finish in your lifetime…  So, here you want to focus on just one type of source. Here are some past topics that have worked well for students to give you some ideas:
How Washington is portrayed in elementary school books in the Bicentennial (1976)
How Hitler is portrayed in American movies during World War II (1939-1945)
How the Battle of the Alamo (or specifically Davy Crockett)is portrayed in American movies 
Public controversies over monuments (9/11, Confederacy, and the Vietnam Memorial)
Benedict Arnold (or Abe Lincoln) as a “useful meme”
Vikings as symbols of masculinity  
The “life” of a historical figure or event on the Web----national heroes, villains, battles, etc all have websites dedicated to them all over the web. How in 2021 YOUR person or event is a topic of posts/websites/discussion
What you should note is that these all chose ONE topic and ONE kind of source---you have to be sure that there are at least 4-5 different sources to compare or that tell a story.  In the case of movies or schoolbooks where there are long viewing or reading items to discuss various ways the topic is presented? 4-5 will do.  Something like “memes” where you are describing how and why (say) Lincoln shows up in various controversies or campaigns?  You’d probably need 10-20 to discuss in order to have a coherent argument about why these are important and enduring to get a 5-page paper! So, keep that in mind---what do you need to “tell the story of how and why  X  has the reputation it has and why that serves some societal need!”
The key is choosing something YOU are interested in, then narrow it down to something manageable.  This is where consulting with me as you shape your topic can be useful. I can help with this and with finding sources. Just email me if you have questions or need assistance.

